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dozen. But the distribution of industrial activity in the differ-
ent regions of India is extremely uneven, and the distribution
of population between agriculture and industry is equally
uneven. These disparities give rise to a number of social,
economic and other problems. A separate chapter has been
devoted to a discusson of the hygienic, social, economic
and strategical dangers and disadvantages arising
out of the present uneven regional distribution of industries
in India. The problems of stabilization of war industries and
of the location and distribution of basic and light consumers*
goods industries likely to be established in the post-war period
have also been taken into consideration* As a solution of all
these difficulties and problems, the necessity of a planned
redistribution of industries on regional lines under the guid-
ance of a Central Planning Authority has been emphasized. It
is possible for India to avoid the evils of Western industrializa-
tion by planning her future industrial programme on regional
lines.
In spite of the limited nature of the enquiry, confined to
six important industries, the wide field of investigation ex*
tending nearly over the whole of India presented many
difficulties. The suspension of certain important statistical
publications, denial for reasons of security of information
regarding the production of certain industries like iron and
steel, and of certain new schemes like the hydro-electric pro-
jects, and the withholding from publication by the Govern-
ment of certain important documents like the reports of the
Grady Mission, the Handldom Fact Finding Enquiry Com-
mittee, the Committee of Power Engineers, etc. created many
obstacles.
Despite these difficulties and obstacles an attempt has
been made to present a clear picture of the existing distribu-
tion of the industries, selected for study, in the various regions
of the country; the shortcomings of such distribution have
been pointed out and remedies suggested. It is hoped that the
work will serve a useful purpose as a basis for further inves-
tigations regarding the regional distribution of other
industries.